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reading and meditation, and a very close inspection of life, he had accumulated a great fund of miscellaneous knowledge, which, by a peculiar promptitude of mind, was ever ready at his call, and which he had. constantly accustomed himself to clothe in the most apt and energetick expression. Sir Joshua Reynolds once asked him by what means he had attained his extraordinary accuracy and flow of language. He told him, that he had early laid it down as a fixed rule to do his best on every occasion, and jn every company; to impart whatever he knew in the most forcible language he could put it in ; and that by constant prac-tice, and never suffering any careless expressions to escape him, or attempting to deliver his thoughts without arranging them in the clearest manner, it became habitual to him1.
Yet he was not altogether unprepared as a periodical writer ; for I have in my possession a small duodecimo volume, in which he has written, in the form of Mr. Locke's Common-Place Book, a variety of hints for essays on different subjects. He has marked upon the first blank leaf of it, 'To the ia8th page, collections for the Rambler ;' and in another place, ' In fifty-two there were seventeen provided ; in 97—21 ; in 190—25.' At a subsequent period (probably after the work was finished) he added, 'In all, taken of provided materials, 3O3.'
Sir John Hawkins, who is unlucky upon all occasions, tells us, that 'this method of accumulating intelligence had been practised by Mr. Addison, and is humourously described in one of the
censures of his enemies or praises of     of himself;  and they only were ex-
himself, and they only could be ex-     pected to peruse them, whose passions
pectecl  to peruse them, whose pas-     left them leisure for abstracted truth,
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